
 

Dear Friend of Rare Sisters, 
  
We write today asking you to join us in making the 2020 Rare Sisters Expect Miracles Gala a 
success.  This year’s gala will be a dinner party style with a live streamed event and will offer our 
friends and neighbors an important opportunity to be involved in the community and support 
medical research. 

First, we would like to introduce you to our family. We live in Arvada, CO and have five 
daughters. On January 3, 2018, our two oldest daughters were diagnosed with CLN3 Batten 
disease – a rare, fatal neurodegenerative disease.  Cecilia and Lilly are currently 11 and nine 
and are blind, cognitively declining, and behaviorally challenging. Within a few years, both will 
suffer from complete blindness, seizures, mobility loss, dementia, and much more. Sadly, there 
are not yet any treatments or cures for Juvenile Batten disease, and life expectancy is late teens 
to early twenties – our only available option is palliative care.  With no cure, no treatment and 
very little research, we have found ourselves in a place where we are expecting miracles, and 
funding the research to find them.  

When our rare sisters, Cecilia and Lilly, were diagnosed, our family was so humbled and 
overwhelmed by the generosity of the community, we wanted to create a foundation to further 
help fund medical research and profoundly help other Batten families that face the 
unimaginable changes that this diagnosis brings – changes that, in addition to being 
heartbreaking, are often financially difficult to manage as well.  Indeed, Batten families incur 
significant costs related to accessible home modifications, vehicle purchases or modifications, 
travel expenses for medical needs, counseling expenses, equipment, therapy, and many other 
needs that are not covered by insurance. 

To help, we are working to raise awareness in our community and raise money for the Rare Sisters 
Batten Foundation.  The Rare Sisters Batten Foundation helps to further the development of 
medical research for treatments and cures for CLN3 Batten Disease, and provides monetary 
assistance to families with children diagnosed with Batten Disease.   

The Rare Sisters Batten Foundation continues to partner with the Beyond Batten Disease 
Foundation as well as other research organizations across the country to find treatments and 
cures for Juvenile Batten Disease.  Rare Sisters has already contributed over $150,000 towards this 
life-saving research, but that is just the beginning.  

One of the many ways we are working to raise much needed funds is through the Rare Sisters 
Expect Miracles Gala. This year’s event will be held Saturday, October 17, 2020, as a Dinner Party 
Gala with a live streamed event.  Would you consider becoming an event sponsor or an event 
underwriter? 

In the short time since receiving this devastating diagnosis for our girls, we have come to expect 
miracles, and we know that we are surrounded by a community of miracle makers.  We are in 
an intense race against time, relying on the prayers and support of family, friends and a 
generous business community. We thank you for your consideration and welcome the 
opportunity to speak with you further about The Rare Sisters Batten Foundation and the Expect 
Miracles Gala. 
   
With a very grateful heart, 

Beth & Jon Fries 
Parents to Cecilia and Lillian 
Rare Sisters Batten Foundation 

To learn more about Cecilia & Lillian’s story, please visit www.raresisters.org. 
Rare Sisters Batten Foundation, is a registered 501(c)3. Tax ID 84-4406415

http://www.raresisters.org


 

SPONSORSHIP & UNDERWRITING OPPORTUNITIES 
All sponsorship & underwriting opportunities include prominent signage during the live stream event, 

as well as recognition on related event materials and on the Rare Sisters Gala web page through 
raresisters.org. All underwriting commitments and information must be received by September 15, 

2020 to be included in digital and printed materials for the event. 

Miracle Presenting Sponsor - $7,500  
(Exclusive to 1 sponsor) 

Live emcee recognition in our evening’s presentation, 
signage throughout the event including in the slide 

presentation, and recognition on the mobile bidding site 
throughout open bidding.  You will be invited to give a 15 
second pre-recorded message to be played during the 
event.  The Miracle Presenting Sponsor will also be listed 

with the event logo on the majority of materials and 
signage for the event.  The Miracle Presenting Sponsor will 
also receive one VIP Gala Dinner Party Box for 10 guests. 

Research Sponsor - $5,000 
Signage throughout the event including in the slide 

presentation, and recognition on the mobile bidding site 
throughout open bidding. You will be invited to give a 15 
second pre-recorded message to be played during the 
event.  The Research Sponsor will also receive one VIP 

Gala Dinner Party Box for 10 guests. 

Rare Sisters Sponsor - $3,000 
Signage throughout the event including in the slide 

presentation. You will be invited to give a 10 second pre-
recorded message to be played during the event.  The 

Rare Sisters Sponsor will also receive one VIP Gala Dinner 
Party Box for 10 guests. 

Advocate Sponsor - $1,000 
Signage throughout the event, and website and email 

recognition.  The Advocate Sponsor will also receive one 
VIP Dinner Party Box for 10 guests. 

Dinner Party Box Underwriter - $3,000 
Exclusive underwriting opportunity includes your name/
logo placement inside boxes sent to Dinner Party Hosts.  

Dinner Party Boxes will be reserved by guests and will 
include table decorations & favors for hosts’ own Expect 

Miracles Dinner Party for up to six or 10 people. You will be 
invited to give a 10 second pre-recorded message to be 

played during the event.  The Dinner Party Box Underwriter 
will also receive one VIP Gala Dinner Party Box for 10 

guests. 

Cocktail Demo Underwriter - $2,000 
Exclusive underwriting opportunity includes your name/

logo placement and mention during the pre-show 
Cocktail Demo.  You will be invited to give a 10 second 
pre-recorded message to be played during the event.  
The Cocktail Demo Underwriter will also receive one VIP 

Gala Dinner Party Box for 10 guests. 

Silent Auction Underwriter - $2,000 
Exclusive underwriting opportunity includes your name/

logo placement throughout the Silent Auction.  The Silent 
Auction website will open several days prior to the event 

for added exposure. You will be invited to give a 10 
second pre-recorded message to be played during the 

event.  The Silent Auction Underwriter will also receive one 
VIP Gala Dinner Party Box for 10 guests. 

Live Auction Underwriter - $1,500 
Exclusive underwriting opportunity includes your name/
logo placement on all live auction marketing materials 

and recognition by the auctioneer during the Live Auction 
segment of the live streamed event.  The Live Auction 

Underwriter will also receive one VIP Dinner Party Box for 10 
guests. 

Favor Underwriter- $1,500 
Exclusive underwriting opportunity includes your name/
logo placement with a favor sent to all registered guests 
prior to the event date.  The Favor Underwriter will also 

receive one VIP Dinner Party Box for 10 guests. 
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Registration Options  
There is no fee to register for the event. However, everyone must register in advance in order to 

access the live stream video and auction. Once guests have registered, they will receive a link that 
allows them access to the live stream gala. “Attendance” at the event will only require a cell phone 

and a computer OR Smart TV; participation in a dinner party is not a requirement. 

Register as an Individual or Couple (free) 
Join us for the live streamed event and participate in the silent auction and other fundraising events. 

Register to be a Dinner Party Host (free) 
Dinner Party Hosts help to support the gala by inviting a few close friends or family members to their home to 
experience the gala together.  Hosts will receive a Dinner Party Box with all the decor and favors you need to 

bring the Expect Miracles Gala home.  Boxes come in in two sizes: Party of Six,  and Gala for 10. Unless 
registering as a VIP Dinner Party Host (see next option), food is not included in the Dinner Party Box. 

Register as a VIP Dinner Party Host ($75-$360) 
VIP Dinner Party Hosts will receive a Dinner Party Box with all the decor and favors needed to bring the Expect 

Miracles Gala home, along with a full gourmet meal prepared for your guests by our preferred catering vendor, 
Occasions Catering. Boxes come in three sizes: Table for Two ($75), Party of Six ($225) , and Gala for 10 ($360). 

(This option is only available in the Denver Metro Area.) 
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Sponsor/Underwriter Registration 

Thank you for your Sponsorship/Underwriting for the Rare Sisters Expect Miracles Gala.  We are so grateful for 
your support.  Please complete the information below, and submit your donation for sponsorship or 
underwriting.  Checks can be made out to Rare Sisters Batten Foundation and mailed to Rare Sisters Batten 
Foundation, PO BOX 746561, Arvada CO 80006.  You may also complete this information online at: 
RareSIsters.org. 

Primary Contact Name _________________________________________________ 

Sponsor/ Underwriter Name (as you want it to appear) ________________________________ 

  Anonymous 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________________________________________ 

Email Address _________________________________________________________ 

Website  ______________________________________________________________ 

Choose your sponsorship level: 
  $7,500  Miracle Presenting Sponsor (Exclusive to 1 sponsor) 
  $5,000  Research Sponsor 
  $3,000  Rare Sisters Sponsor 
  $1,100  Advocate Table Sponsor 

Choose Your Exclusive Underwriting Opportunity (please see website to verify availability) 
  $2,500  Dinner Party Box Underwriter 
  $2,000  Cocktail Demo Underwriter  
  $2,000  Silent Auction Underwriter  
  $1,500  Live Auction Underwriter  
  $1,500  Favor Underwriter 

Additional information regarding your registration and logo requirements will be emailed to you after you 
complete your registration. 

Signature __________________________________________ Date______________

To learn more about Cecilia & Lillian’s story, please visit www.raresisters.org. 
Rare Sisters Batten Foundation, is a registered 501(c)3. Tax ID 84-4406415

http://www.raresisters.org

